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Catroux, and these Presidents appointed their own
Cabinets subject to French approval.

By now " national independence " had become the
slogan of every street-corner politician in the Levant.
The Arabs rejoiced at the grant of independence. But,
as the months passed by, and they saw no alleviation
of French control, they began to believe that the
promise of independence had been a trick to gain their
support at a crucial moment. The Syrians had grown
to loathe the French during the twenty years France
held the Mandate for Syria and the Lebanon, and now
their hatred was increased by the belief that they had
been deceived (which was encouraged by agents of the
Axis powers), and by their impotence before the armies
of Britain and France, now stationed in and around
Syria.

"We were promised immediate independence.
Where is that independence? " they said, and in bitter
memory of the three foreign armies on their soil during
the last thirty years, they added: " Syria is like a
harlot. Any man can come along and take us."

While the climate of emotions was thus uncertain,
French officials should have moved cautiously until a
treaty could be concluded and complete independence
granted. They did not. They were generally second-
rate ; they were suspicious of the British and arrogant
to the Arabs. I have never seen in France examples of
such brutal stupidity displayed by such unpleasant
types as I saw in Syria. Corrupted by Vichy, by long
relish of superiority over the Arabs, and by the spoils
obtained from the Levant, French officials were some-
times viciously cruel to those who had no power to